
 

 

Dear (MP/Councillor) 

Recently, Tom Fletcher, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator, spoke to the UN Security Council (13th May 2025) 

and raised questions we all should ask of ourselves in the face of Israel’s genocide 

of the Palestinian people. He said: 

“I ask you to reflect – for a moment – on what action we will tell future generations 

we each took to stop the 21st century atrocity to which we bear daily witness in 

Gaza. 

It is a question we will hear, sometimes incredulous, sometimes furious – but always 

there – for the rest of our lives. We will surely all claim to have been against it? 

Maybe we will say we issued a statement? Or that we trusted that private pressure 

might work, despite so much evidence to the contrary?” 

With these words in mind, we ask you, to reflect on your actions as a Labour MP and 

at the end of the letter, we ask you to take an important step. 

We witness with horror Israel’s relentless military campaign in Gaza, killing and 

starving the besieged population and turning most homes, hospitals and schools into 

rubble. In the face of Israeli military and political leaders’ openly avowed aim to 

ethnically cleanse the Palestinians people of both Gaza and the West Bank, the 

Labour government has persisted over 19 months in denying that Israel is 

committing genocide. It’s belated condemnation of Israel stepping up its 

bombardment of Gaza on 19th May has led Mr.Lammy to announce to a few feeble 

sanctions against a handful of settlers and the suspension of Free Trade 

negotiations. This amounts to cynical gesture politics calculated to hoodwink the 

public that the British government is taking steps to halt Israel’s massacres in Gaza 

and halt the illegal settlement expansion in the West Bank. Had the government 

intended any serious steps to do that, it would have announced a halt to the UK 

arms supply to Israel and comprehensive trade sanctions. Instead, for all Lammy’s 



handwringing over Israel’s genocidal war, he has done nothing that indicates that the 

British government has decided, at last, to halt its complicity in it. 

A widely quoted recently published report, Exposing UK Arms Exports to Israel, by 

the Palestine Youth Association and two other NGOs, reveals on the basis of Israeli 

Tax Authority data that since the Foreign Secretary David Lammy’s announcement, 

in September 2024, to have suspended 29 out of 350 arms export licences, the UK 

has dispatched to Israel “8,630 separate munitions since the suspension took effect, 

all in the category Bombs, Grenades, Torpedoes, Mines, Missiles and similar 

munitions of war and parts…”. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/664aed65d320123f2b3ab647/t/681b13a2197d

634a11d746c0/1746604963269/REPORT-ExposingUKArmsExportsToIsrael-

05072025.pdf  

There has been similar official doublespeak on the supply of components for the F-

35 fighter planes, widely described as the most lethal fighter jets in the world and 

used extensively by Israel, in its ongoing attacks on Gaza, for dropping large 

ordnances. While the government has banned direct transfer of F-35 components to 

Israel, it has allowed, in breach of its own policy on weapons sales, for them to be 

sold to other suppliers, which then can enter the supply chain to Israel. 

British support to Israel has been also extensive in the supply of military intelligence. 

Between December 2023 and the end of March 2025, the UK air base in Akrotiri, 

Cyprus, has been used for regular RAF military transport flights to transfer weapons 

to Israel from around Europe as well as for 518 RAF spy flights over Gaza. 

Middle East Eye (15th May 2025) reports:  

“The UK government approved $169m worth of military equipment to Israel in the 

three months that followed the Labour government’s partial suspension of arms 

exports over concerns they could be used unlawfully in Gaza. Export data released 

on Thursday shows that 20 different licences in categories such as military aircraft, 

radars, targeting equipment, and explosive devices, were approved between 

October and December 2024.  Arms campaigners say the three-month total is more 



than what was approved altogether under the Tory government between 2020 and 

2023, and said the increase was “truly shocking”.” 

The scale of the British government’s involvement in Israel’s genocidal war and 

ministers’ efforts to hide this from the British public have yet to fully emerge but the 

above information, already in the public domain, indicates that the Labour 

government is deeply implicated. The complicity of our government and that of the 

US and several other Western states, has enormous implications not only for the 

Palestinian people but for future prospects of peace in the Middle East. 

In conclusion, we call on you, as our MP*, to measure up to Tom Fletcher’s call, 

quoted at the start of this letter, by resigning from the Labour party in order to put 

maximum pressure on the British government to take effective sanctions against 

Israel, the bare minimum of which is an immediate stop to British arms supply and 

military intelligence support to Israel. Or will you be content to claim for the rest of 

your life that you were always against Israel’s genocide and had hoped that issuing 

statements and raising questions in Parliament might work? 

 

*or councillor  

 

 

 


